PAPER TOPICS

PSYC 154 --  SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY

Dr. Asuncion

Here are the 4 topics for the short papers you will write for Psyc 154 – Social Psychology.  Each paper is worth a total of 5 points.  The maximum page length for all papers is 3 double-spaced pages.  

To receive credit, hard copies of each paper must be turned in by the respective due dates indicated on your class schedule.  Turn in your papers AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS.  IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO KNOW WHEN EACH PAPER IS DUE.  
LATE PAPERS OR PAPERS SENT VIA EMAIL WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR CREDIT.

PAPER 1: Dealing with impression-inconsistent information  
DUE: _______________

Please write about a time when you learned something about someone that was inconsistent with your prior impression of that person.  For example, you may have discovered that your nerdy, shy friend also drives a red corvette and works part-time as a go-go dancer at a local club.  
Describe how you dealt with this impression-inconsistent information.  Did you explain it away?  Did you keep your impression of that person intact?  Did your impression substantially change?

First talk about your prior impression of that individual (can be someone that you know or a public figure) and then explain how you dealt with information that didn’t fit with your view of him/her.
PAPER 2:  Prejudice & discrimination       DUE:  ___________________________
Write about a time in your own life where you might have experienced prejudice and/or discrimination because of your own group membership, beliefs, appearance, etc.  Describe how this treatment made you feel and what you did about it.

OR, if you prefer, describe a time where you, yourself, were prejudiced and/or discriminated against another individual because of his/her group membership, beliefs, appearance, etc.  Explain what you did and how the other person reacted.

PAPER 3:  Cognitive dissonance experience        DUE:  ________________________
Write about a personal experience that led you to feel cognitive dissonance.  These can include things like driving drunk, amassing a lot of debt, dating a disliked person, or any other situation where you experienced an unpleasant state or anxiety or tension as a result of an inconsistency between an attitude and a belief, between two attitudes, or between an attitude and a behavior.

In your paper, be sure to specify the inconsistency that created the dissonance (e.g., was it an inconsistency between an attitude and a behavior, between two attitudes, etc).  Also, explain how you resolved the dissonance that you experienced (e.g., did you experience attitude change, or did you use one of the other dissonance reduction strategies).  If you still have not resolved the inconsistency, then explain how you might resolve it in the future.

In writing your paper, PLEASE THINK OF AN ORIGINAL EXAMPLE.  DO NOT USE THE ONE DISCUSSED IN YOUR TEXT OR IN CLASS.  Also, I want to assure you that anything you write about will be held in strictest confidence.

PAPER 4:  Unrequited love story        DUE:  _____________________________
Write a true story from your life in which someone was romantically attracted to you and the attraction was not mutual (you were not romantically attracted to that person).

THEN… Write a true story from your life in which you were romantically attracted to someone and the attraction was not mutual (the other person was not romantically attracted to you).  
