Sample Refutation Blocks

(From Rybacki & Rybacki Text)
	I. Capital punishment is state-sponsored murder.

    A.  Innocent people die

          1.  Justice Harry Blackmun calls it murder.

          2.  Since 1900, 23 known innocent people have died.

          2.  DNA tests have freed condemned prisoners.
	I.  Capital punishment saves lives.

     A.  Deterrence works

           1.  Each execution—18 fewer murders.

           2.  No human system is perfect.

           3.  DNA test have not freed many other prisoners.

	II. The penalty is abused.

A. There is a pattern of racial disparities in sentencing.

B. A killer of a white person is 4.3 times more li8kely to be sentenced to die.

C. Minority defendants are sentenced to die more often.

     
	II.  The penalty is fair.

A. Recent studies do not find disparities.

B. The court made a mistake in the statistics.

C. Minorities commit more murders.

	III. It is cruel and unusual punishments.
A. It is more cruel to keep a person locked up knowing death is coming.

B. Philosopher Camus said the only equal way would be if the accused kept the victim locked up waiting death.

C. Methods of execution are cruel.

D. It often takes 10 minutes to die.

     
	III. It is not cruel or unusual.

A. The victim did not deserve to die at all.

B. We can’t know for sure who suffers more.

C. Lethal injection is not painful.

	IV. The Bible does not condone capital punishment.
   A.  Jesus  taught, “Love your enemies and pray for those  who persecute you (Matthew 5:43-44).


	IV. The Bible does condone capital punishment.
A. An eye for an eye and a toot for a tooth is God’s decree.

in Leviticus.      

	What do you think about using the Bible or religious literature to argue your case?
	


