Extra Credit With Movies
Overview:  Some of you have asked for extra extra credit assignments, and as I am eager to stuff you with even more stories and films that will give you deeper insights into the course themes (and life in general), so I am reviving an old assignment I used for years before plagiarists discouraged me too much. 

To stave off that threat this time, I am going to require that you submit your film responses to Turnitin so I won’t have to worry about that. I will open a file for extra credit, and I’ll open another one if needed. In case you need this again, the course password is “filmbuff” (without the quotes), and the course number is 11798920.
What to Write: I want more than just a plot summary and how much or how little you liked it, so please put some thought into it, and write at least a full page (typed, double-spaced, normal font size).

a) Relate the movie to something we have read/watched in class, if you can. Discuss how the film deals with a similar theme: the personal transformation that often happens to people on journeys, the struggle to balance one’s love life with one’s public life, the conflict between social reformers and those invested in the status quo, etc. You might simply discover more about the values/beliefs/mores of a particular society by watching a film set in the same time, even if its themes are different. 
b) The analysis section should be the main part of your paper, but it would be nice if you could evaluate it as a reading/viewing experience so your classmates can judge whether it is worth their time.  Try to be a bit analytical even in the evaluation, though: why was it fun or puzzling or boring or whatever?
What do I get for all this?  Up to 10 points for each write up (judged on thoughtfulness, length, and good writing in general.)  Total extra credit possible for the semester: 30 points.  
Films you can use for this:

· The Secret of Kells (set in mythic/historic Ireland, same studio as Song of the Sea)

· Pygmalion (same author as Man and Superman)

· A Very Long Engagement (WWI film somewhat similar to Testament of Youth)

· Lagaan (a Bollywood film like Swades but set in the British Raj era)

· Smoke Signals (a road trip buddy picture somewhat like Motorcycle Diaries) 

· Before Sunrise, Before Sunset (2 films, watch them in that order if you plan to watch any of them. The first 2 are classic journey films)

· Raise the Red Lantern (more on arranged marriages, this one in imperial China)

· Cinema Paradiso (not a “journey” film, really, but it’s a film buff film)

· Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress (based on a true story and a book, set during the Cultural Revolution in China)

· Cyrano (slightly related to Ridicule, it is one of those stories that all educated people should have at least a passing acquaintance with. Watch the one with Gerard Depardieu. Gorgeous, and worth the subtitles)

· Whale Rider (set in contemporary New Zealand: a young girl aims to be chief of her tribe)

· Any films on the list for the film club (except the one you’re using for that project, obviously)

