SOCI 100W WRITING WORKSHOP: RATE MY PROFESSOR PAPER DUE OCTOBER 10TH 
Overview
The Rate My Professor (RMP) system relies on students who are willing to rate their professors anonymously. While this could encourage more candid feedback, the anonymous system has also at times provided what could be inaccurate ratings. One study showed the easier a class was and the more attractive the teacher, the more likely they would get a good rating on Rate My Professor. Others have expressed concern that RMP listings give good ratings to teachers that may not provide the most comprehensive, educational, or quality courses available.

Assignment

At the Rate My Professor website (www.ratemyprofessors.com) there are three values of concern for this assignment: number of ratings, overall quality, and easiness.  Let us treat easiness as a predictor variable and overall quality as the dependent variable.  Please use professors who have 40 or more ratings and choose at least 20 professors.  Do you think it gives an accurate portrayal of the quality of instruction?  Do you use this site to decide on which classes to take?  Do your friends? What are your professor’s attitudes about RMP? Using MS Excel, find the correlation coefficient.  Is there a weak, moderate, or strong relationship between easiness of a professor and his or her overall rating?  What is your conclusion about the website? After doing this assignment, have your opinions changed about RMP?  Should its use be encouraged? 
	Size of Correlation
	Coefficient Interpretation

	.8 -1.0
	Very Strong Relationship

	.6 -.8
	Strong Relationship

	.4 -.6
	Moderate Relationship

	.2 -.4
	Weak Relationship

	.0 -.2
	No Relationship


