San José State University
Sociology Department 
Sociology 161 City Life Fall 2011
	Instructor:
	Saul Cohn , MA Ph.D. Candidate (ABD)

	Office Location:
	DMH 212  

	Telephone:
	(408) 924-5325

	Email:
	Saul.Cohn@sjsu.edu

	Class Days/Time:
	MW  1:30-2:45 p.m.

	Office Hours:
	MW  3-4:30 p.m.

	Classroom:
	DMH 162


Faculty Web Page 

www.sjsu.edu/people/saul.cohn
Course Description 

Sociological exploration into urban landscapes.  Examining various topics like the emergence of cities, main theoretical perspectives in urban sociology,  metropolitan and suburban growth, cities and change, urban problems, and global urbanization.
Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

This course is about the space and urban sociology.  The goal of this course is twofold: 1) to review, assess and analyze important theoretical perspectives on space in urban sociology, and 2) to determine the utility of applying these perspectives to contemporary urban issues.  As a course that focuses on urban life, it will feature discussions of urban problems.  It is not, however, a course on urban problems per se.  Urban problems will be examined largely from the perspective of the how space and location (ie. physical features) are linked to these problems and they will not be investigated in their own right.  The underlying theme of this course relates to theoretical propositions around space.  

GE/SJSU Studies Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1) Assess major theoretical perspectives in urban sociology
2) Understand consequences of shift from rural to urban life

3) Understand how physical feature of urban life – space, became imbued with meaning as causes of, and outcomes for quality of life, life chances, and the transmission of wealth (or lack thereof) across generations

Course Content Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
4)  Understand that the where factor is just as important as what or how or why factors.
5)  Distinguish between structural factors and social-psychological factors related to urban/rural life.
Required Texts/Readings 

Textbook

Urban Sociology: Images and Structures 5th Edition 2010.  William G.  Flanagan Rowman and Littlefield.  

Code of the Streets: Decency, Violence, and the Moral Life of the Inner City 2000.  Elijah Anderson, WW Norton New York, NY

Other Readings: TBA
Other equipment / material requirements (optional)

Students should purchase at least 3 scantrons and 2 large essay examination books
Dropping and Adding
Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade forgiveness, etc.  Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies section at http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html.  Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current academic calendar web page located at http://www.sjsu.edu/academic_programs/calendars/academic_calendar/.  The Late Drop Policy is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for dropping classes. 

Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/.
Assignments and Grading Policy

The semester grade breaks down as follows:  
	Exams   
	Writing Assignments    
	Research Project  
	Class Participation



	40% 


	             30% 


	   20% 


	      10% 



In more detail, the exams will be based on 3 exams which includes the Final.  Exams will consist of multiple choice, true/false, and essay questions.  Any material presented in class, including PPT slides, videos, PDFs, and student comments are fair game on test day.  All dates will be announced before class, giving you as much notice as possible, at least a week’s notice.  Exams will take up most of class time on that day.
Grading Scale

A+   98-100%    A   91-97%      A- 90%  

B+    88-89%     B    81-87%      B-  80%         

C+   78-79%      C   71-77%       C-  70%

D+   68-69%      D   61-67%      D-  60%

F      59% or below

In order to qualify for an Incomplete, a student must have finished at least 70 percent of the semester's work with a passing grade, which is a C or better for GE classes. An incomplete is not a means of simply avoiding a low-grade and sitting through the course again. To clear the incomplete, a student may take only the missing tests, most likely the very last quiz or the final exam. Moreover, Incompletes are not given automatically. It is the student's responsibility to request an Incomplete and to make sure the necessary paperwork is filed with the department office before final exam week.  One then has a calendar year to finish all work for the grade. By university policy, Incompletes not cleared within one year may revert to Fs.  
Writing Assignment and Research Project 

 Writing Assignment(s)

Option A

i. Write a paper where you explain when ‘space becomes your space’.   When does your room become YOUR room, your cubicle become YOUR cubicle, your car become YOUR car.  You need not limit yourself to the examples above.

ii. Explain a career that you’re interested in.    How is your career choice affected by location?  Do you have to leave the area to have a better opportunity to work in your career choice?  For this paper, be sure to explain social structural changes and career opportunities.  Does your career path require you to move to a major metro area or can you work in a micropolitan or even rural setting?  
iii.  Write 2 two-page papers where you analyze newspaper/magazine articles, TV shows,  songs, poems, essentially any media that you think interesting.  Analyze them using theories and concepts you learn during the semester.  
Option B
i.  Write a paper where you explain when ‘space becomes your space’.   When does your room become YOUR room, your cubicle become YOUR cubicle, your car become YOUR car.  You need not limit yourself to the examples above.

ii. Explain a career that you’re interested in.    How is your career choice affected by location?  Do you have to leave the area to have a better opportunity to work in your career choice?  For this paper, be sure to explain social structural changes and career opportunities.  Does your career path require you to move to a major metro area or can you work in a micropolitan or even rural setting?  

iii.  Students will write a 3-4 page essay based on the Code of the Streets text.  Handouts with specific questions to organize your essay around will be provided.  

Research Project:  Contemporary Urban Issue/Social Movement: The Group Problem Background Write-Up and the Applied Theory Write-Up

To develop and apply theoretical propositions to contemporary urban issues/social movements, your group will select topics that will be investigated.  These topics are current development issues within urban/rural areas.  These topics are complex, important, difficult to resolve, and with competing interests and agendas.  For our purposes, these topics all involve space and location or the where aspect, but in very different ways.  I will be giving you plenty of ideas for presentations and below are some guidelines:
I. The first part will be a group write-up project.  This will be a background write-up about the problem itself.  What is the problem?  What is its history?  What groups, organizations and individuals are involved?  How is the problem debated?  What theories are most useful in addressing this problem?  How do other theories fall short?  And what are the research questions that you would address about this problem.   

II.  On day of actual presentation, students will identify at least two different claims regarding the condition they have chosen, identifying its claims, justifications/rationales, and conclusions. Students will analyze how successful it will be in society, which audiences are being targeted, and student suggestions for how the frame should be modified to achieve greater success in getting its message out to the public.
Class Participation
Please arrive on time for class.  During lectures, I expect your full attention.  Please do  not chat up your neighbor for long stretches at a time.  This will disturb myself and other classmates.  Laptops are fine during class, but please only use email/Internet for things related to our class.  Please turn off cell phones and all other electronic devices.  Students consistently using electronic devices during class time will see their class participation score drop propitiously.  
Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade forgiveness, etc.  Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies section at http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html.  Add/drop deadlines can be found on the current academic calendar web page located at http://www.sjsu.edu/academic_programs/calendars/academic_calendar/.  The Late Drop Policy is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for dropping classes. 

Information about the latest changes and news is available at the Advising Hub at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/.
University Policies

Academic integrity

Your commitment as a student to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University.  The University’s Academic Integrity policy, located at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm, requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The Student Conduct and Ethical Development website is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 
Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include your assignment or any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy S07-2 requires approval of instructors.
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at http://www.drc.sjsu.edu/ to establish a record of their disability.

Student Technology Resources (Optional)

Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library.

A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.

Learning Assistance Resource Center (Optional)

The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) is located in Room 600 in the Student Services Center. It is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to inspire them to become independent learners. The Center's tutors are trained and nationally certified by the College Reading and Learning Association (CRLA). They provide content-based tutoring in many lower division courses (some upper division) as well as writing and study skills assistance. Small group, individual, and drop-in tutoring are available. Please visit the LARC website for more information at http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/.
SJSU Writing Center (Optional)

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall.  It is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff/.

Peer Mentor Center (Optional)
The Peer Mentor Center is located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall in the Academic Success Center. The Peer Mentor Center is staffed with Peer Mentors who excel in helping students manage university life, tackling problems that range from academic challenges to interpersonal struggles. On the road to graduation, Peer Mentors are navigators, offering “roadside assistance” to peers who feel a bit lost or simply need help mapping out the locations of campus resources. Peer Mentor services are free and available on a drop –in basis, no reservation required. The Peer Mentor Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/muse/peermentor/
                      Course Schedule
	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1


	8/24
	Introduction to course  Ch. 1 An Invitation to Urban Studies

	2


	8/29 & 8/31
	Continue… Ch. 1 An Invitation to Urban Studies begin Ch. 2 From Ancient Cities to an Urban World 

	3


	9/05-9/07
	Continue…  Ch. 2 From Ancient Cities to an Urban World begin Ch. 3 Urban Tradition in Sociology


	4


	9/12-9/14
	Continue… Ch. 3 Urban Tradition in Sociology begin Code of the Streets (COS), pp. 1-141



	5


	9/19-9/21
	Continue…  Code of the Streets (COS), pp. 1-141  begin Ch.4  City and Community


	6


	9/26- 9/28
	Continue…. Ch.4  City and Community
Exam #1  Chpts 1-4 and COS pp. 1-141

	7


	10/03-10/05
	Ch. 5 Ethnic and Minority Groups

	8


	10/10-10/12
	Ch. 6  Pattern and Consequences of Urbanization in Poor Countries

	9


	10/17-10/19
	Ch. 7  Urban Growth and Transitions in the United States 

	10


	10/24-10/26
	Second half of Code of the Streets, pp. 142-325

	11


	10/31-11/02
	Ch. 8  Ecology, Capitalism, and Expanding Scope of Urban Analysis

	12


	11/07-11/09
	Exam #2  Covering Chpts 5, 6, 7, and 8 and Code of the Streets pp. 142-325

	13


	11/14-11/16
	Ch.  9  Poverty, Power, and Crime
11/16:  Due:  Write-Up for Research presentation

	14


	11/21-11/23
	Ch. 10   Urban Policy

	15


	11/28-11/30
	Ch. 11  Urban Sociology:  An Evolving Perspective on the World    Research Presentations

	16


	12/05-12/07
	Research Presentations
12/07: Due  Writing Assignments 

	Final Exam


	Tuesday, Dec 13
1215-1430


	Final is cumulative but stresses work after Week 13 








� Sometime in group work there is conflict, you should decide early on if you can work with the other group members.  Please do not come to me a week before presentations with your problems in the group.
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